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Columbia stepped lively, took leap
into more modem dance

From Staff Reports

CDLUMBIA always has heen

a classical dance kind of

town. This year, however,
things gof moving in new direc-
tions.

The resurgence of interest in
modern dance was hard to miss
and the biggest news of the year,
Ons contemporary dance company
celebrated its first anniversary; an-
other one gave its inaugural per-
formances. Both attracted appre-
ciative audiences, as did programs
at locel colleges and universities.

Of eolrse the higgest sudiepces
g0 to more iraditional dance
forms. That's why the city has
three classically based dance com-
panies, each with ifs respective ad-
MIrers,

Regrettably, discussions amang
several of the ballet groups shout
a possible merger came to naught
during 2002, That was the year's
biggest dewnside,

Money remained an issue for
the dance companies this year, as
it did for all performing arts orga-
nizations. Even so, season pro-
ductions weren't trimmed, and
everything from money-makers
such as “Dracula: Ballet With a
Bite” to such standards az *
pelia” showed off the diversity and
*quality of danee ity Columbia.

The top events of 2002 in-
cluded:

1. Lifechamce, The Columbia
Classical Ballet's annual benefit
show brought the vear's most

Dance

=
Columbia Classical Ballet’s
Lifechance benefit show

thrilling dance moments featuring
performers from the Buston Ballet
and the company’s own core of
ocutstanding Russian  dancers,
Their dancing had Kogar Center

crowds jumping and shouting with
prajse,

2. The return of modern dance.
The Power Company turned [ year
old and marked its growth with
several original, creative perfor
mances in 2002, And Kris Can-
gelosi's newly organized Colum-
bia Contemporary Performance
Group brought a high-energy fo-
cls to modern dance. Columbia
College, which hirthed The Power
Company, continued to lead the
way with strong student contem-
g?mrg.r dance programs,

"The Nuteracker.” Yes, there
are three different productions: of
this holiday staple by three differ-
ent companies, and yes, it would
be a lot better if they all ot to-
gether, But the three s are
good and entertaining, so perhaps
we olght to give thanks that in this
instance the Midiands overflows
with so muich dance talent.

In 2003: Completion of some de-
gree of merger not only males conse
but seems mevitable, And look for
the continued growth of smallet,
risk-raking dance companies,

OTHER VOICES
Lee Lumpkin, board chairwonman,
Columbia Clussical Ballet since
2000,
‘I saw the Youth American
Grand Prix competition st Linealn
Center this year, and it was such
a wonderful experience that re-
minded me why I became so in-
terested in dance. To see those in-

credibly talented young people
from all over the world with such
passion for dance was one of the
most amazing, dramatic experi-
ences ['ve ever had.™

Brenda Pugh McCutchen, Co-
lumbiz College Dunce Department,
retired 2000, row writing dance
texthook and founder of Dance
Curriciluin Design in Columbin,

“A piece of choreography [ saw
by the Winthrop Dance Theater in
Rock Hill was spectacular. It was
called ‘In Reeboks She Wore a 31
Marrow’ and choreographed by
Jacki MeCarthy, & dance student,
Diespite the humorous title, it had
4 dark undercurrent, and I learned
later it was based on research intg
the Chinese practice of foot bind-
ing. ... It was visually intriguing,
kinesthetically satisfying ... a
stunming piece of worls that has
stayed with me.”

Eunn E. Anderson, director, LSC
ance Progrom simee 1976,

“There were lots of wonderful
moments. One of the best was see-
ing Julio Boceo with the Ballet Ar-
genting at the Peace Center in
Greenville. He's a pold medal win-
ner, and his dancing was ab-
solutely unbelievable, He's a
dancer and artistic director and so
very talented.”

Senlor arts writer William W,
Starr and dance reviewer
Edward Smith contributed
to-this story.




